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“You Have Become the amir of My Heart”:

An Edition of the Fasahat al-mashuq ft malahat
al-ma‘shitq or the Magama Igta‘iyya of al-Shabb
al-Zarif al-Tilimsani (d. 688/1289)

Bilal Orfali and Maurice Pomerantz

Introduction

Thomas Bauer’s landmark article “Mamluk literature: Misunderstandings and
new approaches” of 2005, opens with the following observation:

We live in hard times for pioneers and discoverers. There are no more
blank spots on the map of our globe, there are no undiscovered contin-
ents, no unexplored jungles, and no unknown tribes to be found. But still
there is Mamluk literature.!

This article provides an editio princeps of a magama entitled “The Eloquence of
the Lover Concerning the Elegance of the Beloved” (Fasahat al-mashugq fi mala-
hat al-ma‘shuq) composed by the well-known Damascene poet Shams al-Din
Muhammad b. Sulayman b. ‘Ali al-Tilimsani (d. 688/1289) known as al-Shabb
al-Zarif. We offer this brief article and edition in honor of our dear colleague
Thomas Bauer, who is without doubt one of the great pioneers of the field of
Mamluk literature who has encouraged us to explore this particular area of
uncharted territory.

The Magamat of al-Shabb al-Zarif
The poet al-Shabb al-Zarif (d. 688/1289) was not famed during his life as a

prose writer. However, he composed a group of magamas, several of which have
been preserved in manuscript. Hajji Khalifa (d. 1067/1657) in his Kashf al-zunun

1 Bauer, Mamluk literature: Misunderstandings and new approaches 105.
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“YOU HAVE BECOME THE AMIR OF MY HEART” 37

notes that al-Shabb al-Zarif was the author of a collection of magamas known
as the Magamat al-‘ushshaq.2 While such a title is fitting for a collection of his
magamas which concern love and passion, it is not mentioned in any of the
preserved manuscripts.

The magamat of al-Shabb al-Zarif have been preserved in four manuscripts:

1. Ms Istanbul Aya Sofya 3843

2.  Ms Paris Arabe 3947

3.  Ms Berlin Sprenger 85

4.  MsS Berlin Wetzstein 1847

Ms Istanbul Aya Sofya 3843 (undated) is the largest collection and contains the
following three titles:

1. Fasahat al-mashuaq ft malahat al-ma‘shaq (ff. 16g9b—171a)

2. al-Magama al-igta‘iyya (ff. 171a—172b)

3. al-Maqgama al-thalitha (ff. 172b—176a)

Magamas number 1 and 2 in Ms Aya Sofya 3843 ff. 16gb—172a correspond to one
long magama without a title in ff. 1b—8b of Ms Paris Arabe 3947. Ms Berlin
Sprenger 85f. 6b, identifies itself as containing excerpts from a magama by al-
Shabb al-Zarif entitled, Fasahat al-mashugq fi malahat al-ma‘shig.® The same
manuscript reproduces several poems found in section one of Ms Aya Sofya
3843 (ff. 169b—171a), and a large section from section 2 (ff. 171a-172b) suggesting
that the unnamed copyist believed this to be one magama.

The magamas 1 and 2 of Ms Aya Sofya 3843 are conjoined in narrative, such
that the words “this is a copy of his letter of investiture” (hadhihi nuskhatu
taqlidihi) are followed directly by a copy of said letter. We believe that al-
Magama al-igta‘iyya rather than being a separate magama is an alternate name
for the entire magama. The name of the magama refers to the chancery doc-
ument of investiture (taqlid iqta7) which stands at the center of this work.
Supporting this hypothesis is the fact that when al-Safadi cites verses from al-
Magama al-igta‘iyya by al-Shabb al-Zarif in al-Wafi he does so by citing verses
that are found in the section prior to the chancery document, ff. 171a-172b,
suggesting that he also thought the title referred to the entire magama (viz.
ff. 16gb—172b).4

The magama entitled al-Magama al-thalitha found in Ms Aya Sofya 3843 ff.
172b-176a has been published on several occasions in the late 19th and early

2 Katip Celebi, Kashf al-zunun ii, 1786.
3 Ahlwardt, no. 8549 has Fasahat al-masbiiq fi malahat al-ma‘shagq.
4 al-Safadi, al-Waft bil-wafayat iii, 134.

Bilal Orfali and Maurice Pomerantz - 9789004521780
Downloaded from Brill.com12/11/2022 06:44:49AM
via free access



38 ORFALI AND POMERANTZ

20th century.? A further magama can be found in Ms Berlin Wetzstein 1847 with
the title, al-Maqgama al-Hitiyya al-Shiraziyya which we have recently edited.®

“The Eloquence of the Lover Concerning the Elegance of the
Beloved”

The magama opens with an isnad, which alleges that the events were related
to the author by a reliable transmitter. The unnamed narrator describes how
he has entered a garden where there was a festive scene of drinking. One of
the drinking companions whom he finds there (radim) extolls the virtues of
reciting poetry to others, and encourages members of the collective to com-
pose verses. As they contemplate, a man appears. He mysteriously refuses to
drink from their cup and join them. Instead, he recites a poem about his love
which they read as divulging the extent of his passion and madness. The audi-
ence members apprehend the man suffers from lovesickness, and attempt to
calm him. The men state that not every love union is permitted, attempting to
assuage his grief. The man is still caught in the snares of love, is drowning in
tears. He offers them another poem, even more powerful than the last, describ-
ing the beauty of his beloved. However, his passion reaches an even more
fevered pitch and he composes a letter of investiture (taqlid) which humor-
ously emphasizes the power that the beloved has obtained over him. He then
offers a poem of praise for the beloved, which again delights the audience, and
he exits the scene.

Notes on the Edition
The edition is based on Ms Istanbul Aya Sofya 3843 (T) and Ms Paris Arabe
3947 (<), with the first as the as/ providing the preferred readings. Since the
aim of this scholarly edition is not to produce a critical text, we opted to omit
minor variants between these two manuscripts. When the Paris manuscript
offers a preferred reading or a plausible alternative reading, we indicate this
in the footnotes. Thus, we preferred not to include variants such as missing
hamzas, obvious mistakes, lacunae, wrong diacritic marks, masculine and fem-
inine agreements, or reversed phrases. The manuscript includes ancillary signs

5 al-Talla“fari, Diwan, where the magama appears as an appendix.
6 Pomerantz, A magama on same-sex marriage in the thirteenth century. For this work, see AL
i, 300.
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“YOU HAVE BECOME THE AMIR OF MY HEART” 39

indicating the parallelism in rhyme, which we tried to duplicate. Some signs
were consistently added to the Arabic text, such as the doubling sign over a
consonant (tashdid). The tashdid was omitted, however, in liaison for the def-
inite article in case of “sun letters.” The sign of nunation (tanwin) was added
regularly in the accusative and, when helpful, in the genitive and nominative.
Meters have been added in square brackets, preceding the verses of poetry in
the Arabic text. The beginning of each page of Ms Aya Sofya is given in square
brackets in the text. The footnotes include some minor explanations and refer
to the Diwan of al-Shabb al-Zarf.
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Appendix

FIGURE 1  MS AYA SOFYA 3843, 169b—170a
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